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About M6 Theatre 

 
Since 1977, M6 Theatre Company has been dedicated to the development and 

presentation of innovative and relevant, high quality theatre as a positive, creative and 

active learning medium to assist young people’s understanding and enrich their imagination. 

  

The Storm by Nicola Schofield is M6 Theatre’s response to the uncertainty and anxiety 

surrounding the issue of Climate Change. 

 

We hope the production, follow up workshop and accompanying education pack will 

provide students with the opportunity to experience a memorable piece of contemporary 

theatre which has been designed to provoke discussion, support scientific study, encourage 

social action and help students make connections between the past, the present and the 

future. 

 

The Storm is touring into Rochdale schools from March to May 2020 and has been 

supported by RMBC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast and Team 

 
Kirsty Johnson   Frankie 

Maria Major    Mum 

Luke Walker    Stage Manager & Workshop Facilitator 

Caroline Kennedy  Director 

Nicola Schofield   Writer 

Alison Heffernan   Designer 

Mark Melville   Sound Design 

Patrick Dower   Science Advisor and Education Pack 

Gillian Barratt   Head of Schools (Rochdale) 
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The Storm Synopsis 

 

In THE STORM, we meet a character called Frankie. She lives with her Mum, Dad & sister 

Kiki. 

 

This is an imagined world and the date is 2050.  The world and how people live is shaped 

by the effects of Climate Change. 

 

She lives in a place that is separated into zones: to manage resources and to know where 

people are in the event of dangerous weather.   

 

She has a memory of being very young and having to flee her home because the dam burst. 

It was a frightening experience and has left her with astraphobia – a fear of thunder and 

lightning.  When she finds herself alone, and a storm comes earlier than forecast, she has to 

face her fears and not just hide, hoping it will all go away. 

 

We are bombarded by frightening facts about the climate emergency. It is easy to feel 

overwhelmed by worries and anxieties. Like Frankie, the best remedy for this is to take 

action and do what we can. In the words of Greta: No one is too small to make a 

difference. 

 

 

 



3 

Ideas Behind the Show: TREES 

 

Frankie has been working with a group called UPSTREAM. Alongside other young people, 

she spends her free time planting trees. 

 

We planted about 100 oak trees. 

Some birches too,  

Should all help the lower fields when the rain comes 

 

How do trees help us in the fight against Climate Change? 

Reduce harmful pollutants in the air deposited by industry and transport.  

Absorb carbon emissions released into the air. Trees can store up to 25% of the world’s carbon.   

Reduce the risk of flooding  

Cool our cities and towns . Trees lose moisture from their leaves, cast shade and reflect heat 

upwards.  

Provide a home for wildlife. Trees don’t just provide homes for birds and squirrels. Oak trees can 

support over 280 species of insects. 

 

How do trees help our health & wellbeing? 

Improve air quality by intercepting harmful particles 

Reduce stress. Urban residents experience less anxiety when they have a view of trees.  

Aid recovery. Hospital patients with a view of greenery have been shown to recover more rapidly and 

require less pain killing medication. 

Alleviate depression . Taking part in nature-based activities helps people who are suffering from 

mental ill-health  

Shade us from the sun. Dappled shade provides a useful barrier to harmful ultra-violet radiation.  

Bring people together. Woods can help strengthen communities, and reduce loneliness.  

 

What can we do? 

 The Woodland Trust are offering FREE  TREE PACK for schools and communities. 

Why not get planting?!  

 Get in touch with your local council asking them to commit to plant more trees and 

to protect the trees you already have. 

 

Find out more: 

woodlandtrust.org.uk  

www.friendsoftheearth.uk/trees  
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Ideas Behind the Show: REWILDING 

 

Frankie took a detour before returning home when the chance to work on Sandra’s farm 

came up. Sandra paid Frankie with some eggs and a book for Kiki for rebuilding a wall. 

 

It’s taken them years to rewild the farm.  

It’s incredible. They’ve let nature take it over again.  

There’s more bees now, more insects. 

Sandra said I must go when the nightingales come in the Spring.  

They migrate from Africa and they’ve started coming to Sandra’s farm. 

They’d stopped for years because there was nowhere for them to go, 

trees gone, hedges gone. But not now. 

Sandra said  

‘They’ve come back Frankie, I heard them singing.’ 

 

Nature is our greatest ally in locking carbon away and 

protecting our climate. Rewilding can help nature 

recover on a massive scale and shape a better future 

for people. 

Rewilding is about restoring natural processes. This 

means repairing damaged ecosystems and 

reintroducing lost species. A natural process is the way 

nature works when left to her own devices. It is not possible to build a natural process, but 

it is possible to create conditions to help them reassert themselves. 

 

What can we do? 

 Students could produce plans for rewilding an area of their school with the help of 

a willing and enthusiastic member of staff. 

 

Find out more: 

Chris Packham: https://youtu.be/ylbNRXGLze0 

www.rewildingbritain.org.uk/ 

Yellowstone Park example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lloe8y8rwJQ  

  

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ylbNRXGLze0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lloe8y8rwJQ
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Ideas Behind the Show: CONSERVATION 

 

In the animal book Sandra gave to Frankie, a lot of the animals in it have disappeared. 

Frankie reads about orangutans and polar bears. She says: 

 

I’ll have to explain they’re a bit like the Dinosaur,  

they used to live here but they’re extinct now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out more: 

For 10 top facts about Orangutans, check out:  

www.wwf.org.uk/learn/fascinating-facts/orangutans 

 

For top 11 facts about Polar Bears, check out: 

www.wwf.org.uk/learn/fascinating-facts/polar-bears 

 

For reasons to hope, check out: 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/10-reasons-hope-2020  

http://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/fascinating-facts/orangutans
https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/fascinating-facts/polar-bears
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Ideas Behind the Show: FLOODING 

 

Mum’s a Flood risk engineer.   

She’s always planning ahead, thinking ahead, 

Trying to help people be prepared each time it’s heavy rain 

 

Serious floods around the world, which used to occur every 100 years are now occurring 

between every 10 -20 years. Warmer air temperatures, caused by climate change, lead to 

more evaporation, which eventually causes more rainfall. 

 

The ice caps at the North Pole (The Arctic) and 

The South Pole (The Antarctic) are melting which 

is causing the sea levels to rise.  

 

Climate change will make flooding in the UK 

worse. It’s already a huge problem. Over the past 

decade, severe flooding and record-breaking 

rainfall have inflicted misery to ordinary people.  

 

Frankie is alone when she hears the announcement that the storm is coming earlier than 

was predicted. She is very afraid because she suffers from a phobia of thunder and lightning 

called Astraphobia. This has been caused because Frankie suffered a very significant 

experience when she was young. The dam in her home broke and flooded the town she 

lived in. 

  

We didn’t have a lot of time to pack 

Dad had me on his shoulders,  

We had to leave so many things behind, 

Our home, everything we knew, 

It was me, mum and dad, what we could manage into a bag  

Then go, go, go 

 

Find out more: 

Account of the incident which we based Frankie’s story on:  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-derbyshire-49189955 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-derbyshire-49189955
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Ideas Behind the Show: GRETA 

 

When Frankie is late returning home, and getting calls from her Dad,  she recalls how 

much he used to do when he was young! Like going on the School Strikes for climate 

change.  Frankie talks about Greta:   

 

Mum still loves Greta now. 

Any time she’s on Mum makes us all sit and listen, 

She’s never given up, never stopped fighting, 

Mum says if we did give up, we wouldn’t have 

Farms like Sandra’s, never have had Upstream 

 

Greta Thunberg is the teenager whose one-person protest sparked a worldwide climate 

revolution!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover more about this young eco-hero: 

Watch Greta Thunberg's full speech to world leaders at UN Climate Action Summit 

https://youtu.be/KAJsdgTPJpU  

Read her speeches in the book ‘No One is too Small to Make a Difference’ 

 

Mum always says to me – never think what you’re doing 

Doesn’t matter. 
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What Can We Do? 

 

The burden of saving the world doesn’t rest just on your shoulders!  There are many 

things we can do in our fight against climate change, for instance: 

 

 Be like Frankie and ‘make do and mend!’ 

 Use energy efficient bulbs, turn off lights, don’t leave appliances on standby, use low 

power on phone or laptop and only boil the water needed in the kettle. 

 Having a sort out? A declutter? Donate unwanted items to charity shops or refugee 

programmes. 

 Use bars of soap instead of plastic packaged alternatives. Buy shampoo and 

conditioner bars too. 

 Get a water bottle. 

 Pick up litter. 

 Be the recycling guru in your home. 

 Get composting. 

 Walk, take public transport or car share. 

 Create petitions. 

 Organise your school to get free trees to plant from The Woodland Trust. 

 Use bamboo toothbrushes 

 

The list goes on and it’s great to spread the word so we keep learning from each other.  

There are all sorts of initiatives taking place out there with people just like you, working 

hard to make Rochdale greener. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out www.m6theatre.co.uk/projects/storm for a list of local groups who would 

love new members to volunteer & help them. It’s better to be out there doing stuff than 

staying inside & worrying! 

 

http://www.m6theatre.co.uk

